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LIP SOUNDS

BEHIND UPPER TEETH EASY
BEHIND UPPER TEETH RIGID
ROLL TONGUE SOUNDS
TOMNGUE SPLITTING
THROAT SOUNDS

PSEUDO INITIALS

FINALS

REWRITING
WITHOUT AN INITIAL, SOME FINALS CHANGE

Notice how |, U and [ are rewritten if there is no
initial in a pinyin syllable.

PUFF OF AIR
SLIGHT PUFF OF AIR
Like the word for pig, which is # (zhid) in Chinese

STRONG PUFF OF AIR (ASPIRATED)
Like the word for rabbit % (td), which sounds
almost like the word for to spit Bt ()

TRICKY VOWELS

ITISN'T AN "I
In ZI, €, 51, ZHI, CHI, SHI and RI, the T is not
pronounced like ‘ee’ in tree.

ITISNTA'U
In any syllable with botha Uanda], Qor ¥
the U is always really a U. See also finals with U,

THIS A’ IS DIFFERENT
In the finals IAN and UAN, the A is not the
same as in other finals. It is like 'a" in 'ban’.

LEARN MORE

Visit www.StandardMandarin.com to learn
more about Chinese pronunciation and pinyin.

Download the Standard Mandarin app or
desktop application to access animated
anatomy illustrations and hear all sounds.
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